
Every year on the 8th of May, the battle of 

Sam Khubis is remembered.  This historical 

battle took place on 8 May 1915, when the 

German colonial army attacked the Baster 

people who had fled to their last stronghold 

of Sam Khubis. The fear of total annihilation 

by a better equipped German army created a 

strong sense of common destiny. 

 

Since 1977, the battle of Sam Khubis is com-

memorated every year with a festival which 

starts with a procession through the streets of 

Rehoboth. Men and women dress in their 

traditional clothes of the time. After this pro-

cession, the festival is continued at the site of 

Sam Khubis, 80 km south-west of Rehoboth 

town. Speeches are held at that occasion by 

prominent Baster individuals and guest 

speakers to emphasise the necessity of cul-

tural survival and cooperation to overcome 

all obstacles. Furthermore, part of the battle 

of 1915 is re-enacted. 

 

In August 1914, the Germans reinstated the 

Baster Corps who were supplied with mod-

ern weapons. This army unit consisted of 176 

men and was supposed to be part of the Ger-

man colonial army. The Basters were given 

assurances that this army unit would only be 

German soldiers on their way to battle 
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The feared destruction by the 

German troops at the historical 

battle of Sam Khubis infused  the 

Baster people with a strong sense 

of common destiny. 



deployed within the territory of Rehoboth and 

that they would not be used against South 

African forces.  The colonial authorities none-

theless breached this agreement and the Bas-

ter corps was forced to guard South African 

Prisoners of War and patrol along the Walvis 

Bay border, which was at the time South Afri-

can territory. 

 

Following these breaches of trust, Kaptein 

Cornelius van Wijk and some of his council 

members had a meeting with South African 

general Botha at Swakopmund in which they 

tried to convince the South Africans that they 

were forced to cooperate with the Germans 

and did not wish to take up arms against the 

South Africans. 

 

The escalation of events started on 13 April 

1915 when the German authorities demanded 

from the Baster Council that the armed Baster 

troops would go to Otjiwarango to guard 

South African Prisoners of War. If these de-

mands were not to be met, all weapons in pos-

session of the Rehoboth Basters had to be 

handed in to the German army. The Germans 

gave the Baster Council a three day deadline. 

The Council however had already decided 

that no Baster soldier would patrol outside of 

Rehoboth and that they also would not give 

up their weapons. 

 

However, the following day the Germans se-

cretly disarmed Baster soldiers in Sandputs. 

Several of the Baster soldiers tried to escape in 

which one was killed and another one es-

caped to tell the Baster Council of the events. 

In the mean time the Germans were also dis-

1915- Kaptein’s Council with Kaptein Cornelius 
van Wijk (1857-1924) seated on the second row 

second from left  

Every year the Sam Khubis site is home to the 8 May celebrations  



Defense Tower near Klein 
Nauas erected in 1914 by the 
German colonial government 
against feared uprisings by 
the Basters. 

1 Nauchas 19 April 

2 Neuras 23 April 

3 Konop 27 April 

4 Gosorobis 29 April 

5 Garis 4 May 

6 Kobus 7 May 

7 Sam Khubis 8 May 

Sam Khubis commemoration 8 May 2008 – At this 
day, the Basters re-enact the day of Sam Khubis 

arming the Basters in Rehoboth. In the following 

days, several armed skirmishes occurred leaving a 

number of Baster and German soldiers dead. The 

Baster Council travelled from Rehoboth to Wind-

hoek by train to stop the actions escalating into out-

right war, but returned soon after, because they 

were not granted an audience. Meanwhile German 

troops marched into Rehoboth town while the Bas-

ter population fled to the Western and Southern 

borders of Rehoboth. 

 

These events lead to the cancellation of the 1885 

Treaty by the German authorities who declared it 

null and void as of 22 April 1915. Consequently, the 

Germans sent many soldiers to Rehoboth, while in 

the mean time Baster families were fleeing to the 

Sam Khubis area, 80 km southwest of the town of 

Rehoboth, which was considered a militarily de-

fendable position. Many refugees fleeing to Sam 

Khubis were killed by German troops. Another 

tragic episode was the murder of several of the chil-

dren of Cornelius van Wijk by German forces. 

 

In the early morning of 8 May 1915, the Germans 

attacked the Baster stronghold of Sam Khubis, 

where a large part of the population had found ref-

uge and where around 800 armed Basters tried to 

defend their people. The fighting lasted until the 

evening. The Basters feared that the superior weap-

ons of the German army would mean a total defeat 

and possible annihilation the next day. However, 

the Germans withdrew from the fight the next day, 

leaving a relieved and hopeful Baster people be-

hind. 

Small Scale Battles in 1915 Between Basters and German Soldiers  

Leading Up to Sam Khubis 




